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1. Purpose and Objectives
The purpose of the project was to organise a stakeholders meeting on the establishment of a National
Committee on Bioethics and the objectives were:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

To facilitate the dissemination of information on the various international declarations,
the International Bioethics Committee, the Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee
To contribute to broarder awareness in general and facilitate the implementation of the
declarations adopted by UNESCO and guidebook on bioethics committees
To have inputs from experts and stakeholders in Malawi on Constitution of the National
Committee on Bioethics in Malawi.

2. Preparatory meeting
A preparatory meeting was organised with the aim of finalising the Draft Constitution of the National
Committee on Bioethics and Terms of Reference for the committee. The preparatory meeting took place
on 8 November 2009 and produced the draft constitution which acted as the main document for
discussion in the consultative meeting.
3. The Meeting
3.1 Official Opening
The meeting which was attended by 25 experts from within Malawi and one international from
Zimbabwe but was residing in Botswana at the moment took place on 14 December 2009 in Lilongwe
and was officially opened by the Director General of National Commission for Science and Technology
Dr. H Chimoyo.

Some of the participants
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The Director General of Malawi National Commission for Science and Technology, Dr. H Chimoyo (PhD),
thanked participants for sparing their time to attend the meeting, saying that this was evidence that he
was welcome as the Director General of the newly created National Commission for Science and
Technology. He said he had been in the office for a week since he took up his appointment for the post
of Director General of the Secretariat of the National Commission for Science and Technology. And this
meeting provided him with the first platform as DG for the Commission to start interacting and
dialoguing with a diversity of professionals who have a stake in matters of research, science and
technology.
The Director General then announced that the National Commission for Science and Technology is
established under Part III of the Science and Technology Act No.16 of 2003. It is a merger of the National
Research Council of Malawi and the Department of Science and Technology. What this means is that all
functions and activities which were being performed by the National Research Council of Malawi and
the Department of Science and Technology would be performed by the National Commission for Science
and Technology.
Talking specifically on the subject matter of meeting Dr. Chimoyo said that Malawi is a United Nations
Member State and is a party to a number of international Conventions, Protocols and Declarations that
are promulgated by any of the UN organs. One such Declaration is the Universal Declaration on
Bioethics and Human Rights that was adopted by acclamation on 19 October 2005 by the 33rd Session of
the General Conference of UNESCO. The Declaration addresses ethical issues related to medicine, life
sciences and associated technologies as applied to human beings, taking into account their social, legal
and environmental dimensions. The Declaration has a number of aims but the DG highlighted a few ones
that appear quite outstanding. These are:







To provide a universal framework of principles and procedures to guide States in the
formulation of their legislation, policies or other instruments in the field of bioethics;
To recognize the importance of freedom of scientific research and the benefits derived from
scientific and technological developments, while stressing the need for such research and
developments to occur within the framework of ethical principles and respect of human dignity,
human rights and fundamental freedoms;
To foster multidisciplinary and pluralistic dialogue about bioethical issues between all
stakeholders and within society as a whole;
To underlie the importance of biodiversity and its conservation as a common concern of
humankind; and
To guide the actions of individuals, groups, communities, institutions and corporations, public
and private in matters of bioethics.

To successfully implement the aims and apply the principles of this Declaration, UNESCO calls upon its
member States to, among other things, establish national bioethics committees through their
appropriate machineries, such committees being a vehicle for translating and actioning the principles
and guidelines that are enshrined in the Articles of the Declaration. For example, Article 19 states:
“Independent, multidisciplinary and pluralist ethics committees should be established, promoted and
supported at the appropriate level in order to;
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Assess the relevant ethical, legal, scientific and social issues related to research projects
involving human beings;
Provide advice on ethical problems in clinical settings
Assess scientific and technological developments, formulate recommendations and contribute
to the preparation of guidelines on issues related to bioethics; and
Foster debate, education and public awareness of, and engagement in, bioethics”

Dr. Chimoyo noted that Malawi already made giant strides towards establishing structures or
committees dealing with issues relating to bioethics in research from as way back as 1974 when the
National Research Council of Malawi was established and over recent times when the Medical School
now College of Medicine was established, through the National Health Sciences Research Committee
and the College of Medicine Research and Ethics Committees, respectively. However, the operations of
these committees are only limited to health/biomedical research, yet the application of bioethics is now
acknowledged to be beyond the health/biomedical science, although as a discipline bioethics is born out
of horrendous scandals and tragedies in research in human medicine. Appreciating that there is already
something on the ground in this regard, the stakeholders’ consultative meeting held on 18 th June, 2007
recommended that the National Committee on Bioethics, once established, should not be seen as
replacing the existing committees or conflict with them but rather to strengthen them. It is in this
regard that a lot of care has been taken in drafting the terms of reference (TORs) of the National
Committee on Bioethics. The TORs were specifically drafted in a manner that do not conflict with or
duplicate the TORs of the existing related committees and in a manner that implements Article 19 and
the general Principles, and Aims of this Declaration.
In modern society, committees of this type are supposed to have a force of law. The Science and
Technology Act gives the National Commission for Science and Technology legal powers under section
11 to establish committees for the purpose of the Commission to effectively perform its functions
under this Act. Recognizing the importance and application of bioethics in health, research, science and
technology; and understanding that issues of bioethics are in tandem with the functions of the
Commission, it is only right and proper to establish this committee as a subject specialist standing
technical committee of the Commission within the purview of a policy-making and advisory role on
bioethical issues in health, research, science and technology with a legislative anchorage. Principally, the
Committee shall be a mechanism through which the Commission shall develop and/or review relevant
national policies, procedures, guidelines, regulations and standards, and through which the commission
shall offer expert advice to government on bioethical issues in health, research, science and technology.
The Commission’s organizational chart has a Division for Health, Social Sciences and Humanities.
Knowing that bioethics matters have foundations in Health, Social Sciences and Humanities, this
committee is founded to be appropriately placed in this Division.
In concluding his remarks the Director General thanked UNESCO for the financial support it rendered for
this meeting.
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Dr. H Chimoyo, Director General of Malawi National Commission for Science and Technology delivering the official opening speech

Before Dr. Chimoyo spoke the Assistant Executive Secretary for Malawi National Commission for
UNESCO, Mr. Emmanuel B Kondowe spoke on behalf of the Executive Secretary for National Commission
for UNESCO. Mr Kondowe started by giving a brief background to the UNESCO Bioethics Programme.
The Programme was created in 1993 and its first major success was in 1997 when the General
Conference adopted the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights. The
declaration was endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1998.
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Mr. E B Z Kondowe, Assistant Executive Secretary, Malawi National Commission for UNESCO making the remarks

The Bioethics Programme is part of UNESCO’s Division of the Ethics of Science and Technology in the
Social and Human Sciences Sector. It is primarily responsible for the Secretariat of two advisory bodies
namely the International Bioethics Committee (IBC) composed of 36 independent experts, and the
Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee (IGBC) composed of representatives of 36 Member States. The
IBC provides the only global forum for in-depth bioethical reflection by exposing the issues at stake. It
does not pass judgement on one position or another. Instead, it is up to each country, particularly
lawmakers, to reflect societal choices within the framework national legislation and to decide between
the different positions.
It is no secret that there has been generated a tremendous amount of scientific knowledge in the last
five hundred years which has enabled human beings to make tremendous improvements in their lives.
Stem cell research, genetic testing, cloning is giving human beings new power to improve health and
control the development process of all living species. There has been opened up opportunities for farreaching medical research and biochemical applications.
However, there have been concerns. These concerns have been about the social, cultural, legal and
ethical implications of such progress. Many people fear that human genetic data will be used for
purposes contrary to human rights and freedom. The word bioethics has been coined to encompass
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these concerns. Governments, non-governmental organisations, the intellectual community and society
in general are calling for guidelines at the international level.
In the 2008-2009 biennium, UNESCO gave priority to consolidating its key role in the field of ethics of
science, technology and bioethics, in particular through the promotion of the effective implementation
of the declarations in the field of bioethics – the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and
Human Rights, the International Declaration on Human Genetic Data and the Universal Declaration on
Bioethics and Human Rights- and through the support given to the establishment of ethics and bioethics
committees and providing assistance to existing ones.
It is against such background that the Malawi National Commission for UNESCO saw it fit to engage the
Division of Bioethics in UNESCO to assist with the establishment of a National Committee on Bioethics
whose constitution would be discussed during this meeting. This should be seen as a first step towards
institutionalising bioethics in Malawi. It is the hope that with the coming of the National Commission for
Science, institutionalising bioethics is not only an attainable goal but a goal worth pursuing.
3.2 Presentations
3.2.1 Key Note Presentation on Bioethics as a Field and its Diverse Application by Mr. Paul Ndebele
The Key Note Presentation was made by Paul Ndebele the Assistant Director for Ethics, Office of
Research and Development, University of Botswana. His presentation can be summarised as follows:
a. Objectives
The objectives of the paper are to;
• Highlight the development of Bioethics into a discipline
• Discuss the diverse applications of Bioethics
• Discuss current state of Bioethics application in Malawi
• Suggest the way forward in promoting the application of Bioethics in Malawi
b. What is Ethics?
Ethics is usually described as either;
• the systematic study of morality, particularly those dealing with right or wrong of an action;
• rules of conduct for members of a particular group or profession; or
• a study of ideal human behavior - the concepts of good behavior ie Good and evil, Right or
wrong and Moral duty.
Ethics is embedded in society and ensures that society can exist through systematic and critical
reflection on the phenomena of morality;
•
Morality is the social institution for regulating social life.
• The phenomena of morality consists of:
a. Moral Beliefs
b. Moral Rules
c. Moral Principles
d. Moral Judgments
e. Moral Issues
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c. Moral Problems
Moral problems have several dimensions;
1. Moral Distress
-we know what to do, but how can this obstacle in our way be removed?
2. Moral Dilemma
Situations necessitating a choice between two equal (usually undesirable)
alternatives
– Value conflicts - no clear consensus as to the “right” thing to do.
– Obligation Conflict - Conflict between moral obligations that are difficult to reconcile
3. Dilemma of Justice -Which is the fairest way to distribute these benefits among equally deserving
candidates?
4. Dilemma of Authority Who has the authority to act or take decision in this situation?
d. What then is Bioethics?
Past decades have witnessed the rise of science - research and new technologies such as transplants,
vaccines, public health measures, new machines (space crafts, Concorde etc). Yet the increase in new
technologies has presented some ethical dilemmas such as liver transplant issues which require
answers.
Bioethics emerged as a discipline during the 1960s and 70s (organ transplants and other life
technologies) dominated initially by Christians and philosophers
Bioethics is a specialized branch of Ethics and refers to “Life Ethics”
There are various definitions with some biased in favour of Medical Ethics such as Bioethics is the
application of ethics to life sciences.
Bioethics can also be broadly taken as the systematic study of the moral issues involved in our
understanding of life. It has become important as advances in medicine and science have challenged our
traditional understanding of life. Often it looks at relationship between new life technologies and human
values.
Many religious groups have developed rules and guidelines on how to deal with life issues. Other groups
have positions which are not written. In African culture we discuss bioethical issues and we have
unwritten positions. Countries are complex as they include various religions and groups.
Bioethics includes other disciplines such as politics, social science, law, nursing, medicine and is not
aimed at determining a single correct moral stance. It’s a tool that can be used in analyzing the available
courses of action.
The rapid developments in science and technology have affected the way we understand life to the
extent that birth and death have acquired different meanings.
There is therefore, the need to critically examine the implications of these advancements to mankind. In
the same vein the UNESCO Declaration is aimed at providing principles that society can use in analyzing
these implications with respect to human dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms.
e. Impact of advances in technology
Scientific and technological developments can benefit mankind through; increasing life expectancy and
improving quality of life
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The UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics is a response to ethical issues raised by recent advances in
medicine, life sciences and associated technologies. It addresses ethical issues related to medicine, life
sciences and associated technologies as applied to human beings by emphasizing on; Respect for human
life; Human dignity; Human rights – autonomy; Fundamental freedoms
There is need for countries to come up with their own positions on these issues by asking some
important questions:
• How can we ensure continuation of life
• How can we ensure improvements in quality of life
• Should we use this technology
f. Issues needing specific positions
Some technologies raise issues which need country specific positions:
Issue 1: Some people would like to be able to sell their blood to National Blood Transfusion Service so
they can make money.
- Blood transfusion technology
Issue 2: Some individuals would like to be able to sell their own body parts so they can make money.
- Transplantation technology
Issue 3: It is proposed that upon death, body parts for all persons be harvested by the Government for
transplantation.
- Transplantation technology
Issue 4: In the interests of public health, it is proposed that HIV confidentiality be waived.
- HIV testing technologies
Issue 5: A specialist from USA intends to set up a clinic for cloning in Malawi. An application has been
submitted to Government of Malawi.
- Cloning technology
Issue 6: It is proposed that individuals be allowed to sell sperms and eggs for research and assisted
reproduction purposes.
- Assisted reproduction technologies
Issue 7: It is proposed that same sex marriages be legalized in Malawi.
- Procreation technologies
Issue 8: A patient’s request for euthanasia should be respected. Individuals who want to commit suicide
should be assisted.
- End of life technologies
Issue 9: In order to control population growth, it is proposed that certain groups of individuals be
sterilized.
- Reproductive technologies and science
Issue 10: A researcher proposes the use of prisoners on death row for Phase 1 trials.
- Research technologies
Issue 11: Government proposes to introduce compulsory HIV testing within country and at entry points.
- HIV testing technologies
Issue 12: Should a parent have a right to refuse immunizations for his or her child on religious grounds?
- Disease preventing technologies
Currently in Africa there are no country positions on specific issues. Countries rely on ad-hoc
committees. Malawi and other African Countries are relying on the “market approach” – if there is a
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demand and the law does not specifically prohibit something, it could be done even if harmful to
persons.
Today societies are more complex while in the past life was comparatively simple and straight forward.
Many religious groups have developed rules and guidelines on how to deal with these issues. Many
other groups have positions which are not written. In African culture we discuss bioethical issues and we
have unwritten positions. However, clear national positions are required on:
• Genetic Screening
• Germ-line intervention,
• Abortion
• Assisted Reproduction
• Fetal Diagnosis
• Genetic Engineering and Cloning
• HIV confidentiality
• Organ donation and harvesting
• Organ Transplantation
• Euthanasia
• GMO food
g. Establishment of a National Bioethics Advisory Committee
The process of establishing the National Committee on Bioethics can learn from others such as:
– Denmark - Danish Council of Ethics Act No. 440 of 9 June 2004
– Singapore - Bioethics Advisory Committee (BAC) established by the Singapore Cabinet in
December 2000
– United Kingdom - Nuffield Council on Bioethics and various Commissions in UK
– USA - President's Council on Bioethics Executive Order 13237 of November 28, 2001
– Canada -Canadian Biotechnology Advisory Committee (CBAC) was established in
September 1999 by the Government of Canada
The advantages of setting up a committee are:
• Continuity
• Permanence and
• Skills development
h. Functions of the Bioethics Advisory Committee
• To advise the government, line ministries and departments on bioethical issues that may
emerge as a consequence of advances in life sciences and technology.
• To provide information which will inform government decisions on the practical implications of
advances.
• To provide guidance as needed on general issues around the introduction and use of novel
technologies.
• To undertake fundamental inquiry into the human and moral significance of developments in
life sciences and behavioral sciences and technology;
• To explore specific ethical and policy questions related to these developments;
• To provide a forum for a national discussion of bioethical issues;
• To facilitate a greater understanding of bioethical issues;
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•
•
•
•

To conduct information generating activities concerning the ethical problems and challenges
faced by society ensuring that such ethical issues are made the subject of public debate.
To keep the public continually informed about new technological developments and about the
committee’s work.
To actively gather information and views from the international and local community, and after
careful deliberation, make recommendations to various stakeholders including government
To explore possibilities for useful international collaboration on bioethical issues.

i. Important issues to consider
A national committee on bioethics must have the following;
• Neutrality
• Accessible to all government ministries and Departments
• Accessible and acceptable to general population
• Accessible to other NGOs and others
• Resources – secretariat, funding and running expenses
j. Conclusions
• The rational and responsible management of bioethical issues is an integral part of development
• Decisions regarding the biomedical sciences and new life technologies need to be solidly based
on good science and high ethical and legal standards
• There is need for education and awareness in Malawi
• There is need to integrate the Declaration into national legislations
• There is need to relate this initiative to ongoing efforts in the area of Ethics
• It’s high time debate on bioethical issues within countries began
• It’s high time African countries came up with own positions on bioethical issues
• It’s high time African countries took steps to guard our populations against the effects of the
various emerging technologies.
• History has shown that science and technology need restraint.

3.2.2 Presentation of Draft Constitution of National Committee on Bioethics by Mr. Mike Kachedwa
Mr. Kachedwa made a presentation of the draft constitution of the committee on bioethics. After the
presentation participants went into extensive and intensive debate on the articles of the constitution. Of
particular concern to most members were the membership of the board, quorum for ordinary meetings
of the board and the terms of office bearers.
Originally the drafters of the constitution the National Research Council of Malawi (NRCM) had put a
limit of 12 members to the board. Participants felt this was limiting the discussion. It was then agreed
that participants should list down all the institutions and expertise that they think should be considered
for membership. Each participant made their lists which were discussed and new list emerged with 14
members.
On the quorum for ordinary meetings of the board the NRCM had indicated that 50% of the members
would form quorum and where the quorum is reached another meeting would be called within the
subsequent two weeks with a quorum of 50% of the ordinary quorum. Some participants thought this
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was too low especially when there is sensitive issue to be discussed and a position taken. Those for the
50-50 argued that this would ensure that the committee does not waste resources on meetings which
would be cancelled because a quorum has not been reached. The meeting then agreed on 50% and 67%
respectively.
On terms of office some participants were for open terms while others were for limited terms. Those
for open terms noted that there were a limited number of experts on bioethics in Malawi and therefore,
to restrict the term of office of the chairperson before a critical mass of experts is created through
training would mean at some point an unqualified person would be appointed to be the chairperson.
Eventually participants agreed to put the limit of term at three but left it open on how many times one
can be reappointed.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1:
CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON BIOETHICS
Article1: Establishment of the National Committee on Bioethics (NACOB)
1.1. The National Committee on Bioethics in Malawi, hereinafter referred to as NACOB, is
hereby established by the National Commission for Science and Technology, this day of 9 th
November, 2009 in cognizance of the letter and spirit of the Universal Declaration on
Bioethics and Human Rights as adopted by the 33rd session of the General Conference of
UNESCO to which Malawi is a State Party, and in pursuance of Part III, Paragraph eleven,
sub-sections 1-3 of the Science and Technology Act No.16 of 20031.
1.2. NACOB is established as one of the standing subject specialist technical committees of
the National Commission for Science and Technology within a purview of a national policy
making and advisory role on bioethical issues in health, research, science and technology.
1.3. NACOB shall be a mechanism through which the National Commission for Science and
Technology shall develop and review appropriate national policies, procedures, guidelines,
regulations and standards, and through which the commission shall offer expert advice to
government on bioethical issues in health, research, science and technology.
Article 2: Functions/Terms of Reference of NACOB
2.1. To spearhead the development, review and assessment of national policies, procedures,
guidelines, regulations and standards within the research and development enterprise
pertaining to bioethics
2.2. To foster debate, public awareness, engagement and consciousness in matters of
bioethics at national level
2.3. To undertake critical reviews of public policies with a view to make sound bioethics
related recommendations that promote common good and human rights
2.4. To promote education and training for NACOB members and stakeholders in bioethics
2.5. To provide policy guidance and/or expert advice on bioethical case issues and problems,
particularly in the sphere of health, research, science and technology

1

Sub-section (1) of this paragraph states that “In addition to the Awards Committee, the Commission may,
for the purpose of performing its functions under this Act, establish other committees and delegate to any
such committee such of its functions as it considers necessary”. Sub-section (2) states that “the Commission
may appoint as members of a committee established under sub-section (1) persons who are or are not
members of the Commission and such persons shall hold office for such period as the Commission may
determine”. Sub-section( 3) states that “Subject to any specific or general directions of the Commission, a
committee may regulate its own
Procedure”.
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2.6. To undertake appropriate national assessment and promotion of management of risk
related to medicine, life sciences and associated technologies
2.7. To undertake any activity consistent with principles set out in the Universal Declaration on
Bioethics and Human Rights and similar principles set out in related international
instruments
Article 3: Membership of NACOB
3.1. The committee shall consist of 14 members of requisite distinction and/or expertise
3.2. The members will represent the following organizations and institutions
















One member of the National Commission of Science and Technology(ex officio)
Malawi National Commission for UNESCO (ex officio)
National Health Sciences Research Committee (ex officio)
College of Medicine Research and Ethics Committee (ex officio)
Biology expert (ex officio)
Agricultural Research Services
Law Commission
Medical Council of Malawi
Nursing Council of Malawi
Media Council of Malawi
Culture expert
Faith Community (Public Affairs Committee)
Philosophy expert
Department of Environmental Affairs
Faculty of Social Science

3.3. The members shall be appointed by the Chairman of the National Commission for Science
and Technology
3.4. The members shall be appointed for a term of three years and shall be eligible for reappointment
3.5. Upon appointment, members will sign a confidentiality agreement form that shall be made
available by the secretariat.
3.6. Members shall declare any conflict of interest as required by law2 during the conduct of the
committee’s business, and such declaration shall be documented.

2

Paragraph 13 Sub-section (1) of the Science and Technology Act No. 16 of 2003 states that “If any member
is present at a meeting of a Commission or of any committee at which any matter which is the subject of
consideration is a matter in which that person or his immediate family member or his professional or
business partner is directly or indirectly interested in a private or professional capacity, he shall , as soon as
is practicable after the commencement of the meeting, disclose such interest and, unless the Commission or
the Committee otherwise directs, that person shall not take part in any consideration or discussion of , or
vote on, any question touching on such matter.”
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3.7. A member shall have the liberty to resign from the committee and replacement shall be
made through the same procedure of appointment
3.8. Termination/disqualification of membership before the expiration of a three year term
shall be effected by the Chairman of the National Commission for Science and Technology
upon recommendation by the Chairman of NACOB in the event that the latter determines
that a member fails to perform his/her duties as a member. Specifically, appointment may
be terminated due to the following reasons:
 Unsound mind
 Grave breach of conduct like corruption, confidentiality, conflict of interest, and
failure to attend meetings of the committee for more than three consecutive
times without proper reasons
Article 4: Election of Office Bearers
4.1. The duly constituted committee shall elect its own chairperson and vice chairperson from
its membership at its first convened meeting
4.2. The Chair and the vice shall serve for a term of three years and shall be eligible for one
further term.
4.3. The chairperson of NACOB shall serve for a period consistent with article 4.2.
Article 5: Secretariat of NACOB
5.1. The Health, Social Sciences and Humanities Division of the National Commission for Science
and Technology shall be the secretariat of NACOB
5.2. The secretary of each meeting of NACOB shall be a member of the secretariat
5.3. Secretariat is a non-voting member and shall not count for a quorum
5.4. The role of the secretariat shall be to discharge all secretariat business and offer
government policy guidance and interpretation to the committee where necessary
Article 6: Meetings of NACOB
6.1. NACOB shall meet at least four times in a given fiscal year.
6.2. Extra-ordinary meetings shall be convened whenever necessary or at the discretion of the
chairperson or at the request of at least half of the membership
6.3 Half (50%) of the committee membership shall constitute a quorum of any meeting
6.4 In the event that no quorum is reached for any given meeting, the secretariat shall
reschedule the meeting within the following two weeks. If still no quorum is reached for
that rescheduled meeting, then two thirds (67%) of the ordinary quorum shall constitute a
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quorum for that particular meeting; otherwise business of the committee shall be scheduled
for the next ordinary meeting.
6.5 Decisions at meetings of NACOB shall be taken by consensus. If there is no consensus, a
decision shall be made by a simple majority of members present through either a secret
ballot or a show of hands. In the event of a tie, the chairperson, shall give a final decision
having thoroughly weighed the sides of the opposing opinions.
Article 7: Finances of NACOB
7.1. Funds for NACOB shall comprise such financial resources as shall be appropriated to it
through the voted budget of the National Commission for Science and Technology; and
any sums of money realized from external sources such as grants, etc
7.2. Funds for NACOB shall be used for the operations of the committee including appropriate
training of the committee members and secretariat, and for any other associated activities
of the committee.
7.3. Appropriate sitting and subsistence allowances3 shall be paid to members of the
committee as shall be determined from time to time
7.4. Secretariat shall receive an appropriate subsistence allowance during the conduct of
business of the committee where applicable
7.5. Any reasonable expense incurred by a member of NACOB in connection with the business of
NACOB shall be reimbursed on prior arrangement with the secretariat
Article 8: Protection of Members of NACOB
8.1. No action, suit or other proceedings shall be brought or instituted personally against any
member of NACOB in respect of any act done in good faith in the course of carrying out
business of NACOB
Article 9: Powers of NACOB
9.1. Subject to the directions of the Chairperson of the National Commission for Science and
Technology and guidance of the Director General of the Commission, whether specific or
general, NACOB shall have the power to do all such things as are incidental or conducive
to the carrying out of its functions
9.2. Without prejudice to the generality of sub-section 9.1, NACOB shall advise the chairperson
of the Commission on who should be co-opted into the membership of NACOB or which
person with special expertise would be invited to a particular committee meeting for special
advice.

3

“Members of a committee of the Commission shall be paid such an allowance as the Minister shall
determine” [S&T Act, 2003; Section 8(1)]
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Article 10: Oath of Secrecy
10.1. Every member of NACOB and any specially invited persons to a meeting of NACOB, in
addition to any member of the secretariat, shall take such oath of secrecy as may be
required by the Commission
Article 11: Amendment of the Constitution
11.1. The constitution shall be amended by half of the membership with subsequent approval of
the management of the Commission

Appendix 2: Program
Stakeholders Meeting on the Establishment of National Committee on Bioethics in Malawi, on 14
December 2009 at Lilongwe Hotel, Lilongwe
Master of Ceremony : Mike Kachedwa
8:30A.M – 9:00 A.M

: Registration of Participants

1. Opening Ceremony
9:00A.M - 9:30A.M

: Opening Ceremony
: Official Remarks by F R Mkandawire, Executive Secretary of Malawi
National Commission for UNESCO
: Opening Remarks by Mr A K Manda (NRCM)

9:30 A.M -10:00 A.M

: Group Photo
: Tea Break

2. Session 1: Chairperson: Prof. Mfutso Bengo
10:00 A.M - 10:45A.M

: Key Note Presentation on Bioethics as
a field and its diverse application by Mr Paul Ndebele

10:45 A.M -10:50 A.M

: Plenary (comments/clarifications)

10:50 A.M – 11:25 A.M

: Presentation on the Draft Constitution of the National Committee on
Bioethics by Mr. M. Kachedwa
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11:25 A.M- 11:45 A.M

: Plenary

11:45 A.M-12:00 NOON

: Summary of Key issues from session 1 by the session chairperson

12:00 – 1:30

: Lunch Break

3: Session 2: Chairperson: Mr. Paul Ndebele
1:30 P:M – 2: 30 P:M

: Scoping of the Committee Activities (Building on the earlier project
proposal for the program on National Committee on Bioethics by Mr. M.
Kachedwa

2.30P: M – 2:40 P: M

: Summary of key issues from session 2 by the session chairperson

2:40 P: M - 3:05 P: M

: Tea Break

4: Session 3: Chairperson: Dr. C. Mwansambo
3:05 P: M- 3:45 P

: Way forward

3:45P – 4:00 P

: Closing Remarks by Dr. H M Chimoyo
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Appendix 3: List of Participants
TH

STAKEHOLDERS MEETING ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON BIOETHICS IN MALAWI, LILONGWE HOTEL, 14 DECEMBER,2009

Name
Mr V. Manda
Prof.Joseph Mfutso-Bengo

Position
Director of Research
University of Malawi
College of Medicine
Assistant Executive
Secretary (Com)
Head of Biology
Department

Organization
Health Science

Address
P/bag 241,Blantyre
P/Bag 360
Blantyre 3
P.O. Box 30278,
Lilongwe 3
P.O. Box 280
Zomba

Tel
0884 611 846
099909570805

Fax

E-mail
v-manda2003@yahoo.com
mfutsobengo@medcol.mw

01 755 144

01 755 134

mnatcom@broadbandmw.com

01 524 222
0888 516 767

01 524 046

chitaukali@chanco.unima.mw
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